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New  Mill  Urban  District. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1925. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

In  presenting  my  annual  report,  I  have  com¬ 
plied  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  conformed  to  the  method  detailed 
therein  (Circular  648). 

The  area  of  the  New  Mill  Urban  District  is 
composed  of  the  townships  of  Fnlstone,  Hep- 
worth  and  Seholes,  and  comprises  6,258.7  acres 
of  land  on  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Pen- 
nines.  The  conformation  of  the  country  is 
rugged  and  hilly,  and  varies  in  altitude  from 
450  feet  to  1,250  feet  above  the  sea  level.  Its 
chief  collections  of  houses  consist  of  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  New  Mill,  Seholes  and  Hepworth;  but 
there  are  many  smaller  hamlets  and  outlying 
groups  of  houses.  The  chief  industry  is  the 
manufacture  of  cloth,  the  mills  being  mostly 
situated  in  the  valley  of  the  New  Mill  Dyke. 
All  the  mills  are  now  occupied,  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  presents  a  more  prosperous  aspect  than 
at  any  time  in  the  last  2,5  years.  In  addition 
to  cloth  manufacturing,  there  is  a  mill  devo¬ 
ted  to  mercerising,  a  local  pit,  with  various 
ramifications  of  the  coal  industry,  and  a  brick 
and  pipe  works  ,etc.  There  is  also  some  farm¬ 
ing  in  the  district.  The  soil  is  day,  clayey 
sand,  and  sandy  gravel.  In  the  'higher  parts 
of  the  area  the  climate  is  bracing ;  there  is  a 
generous  rainfall  and  comparatively  little  fog. 
They  are  comparatively  few  poor,  though  the 
amount  of  monetary  relief  is  about  the  same 
as  before  t'he  war,  this  condition  arising  out 
of  larger  amounts,  which  average  between 
two  and  three  times  as  much  as  in  the  ^re- 
war  days,  now  paid  to  each  individual  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

There  are  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  inhabited  houses  in  the  district,  and 
approximately  1  MO  families.  The  population 
is  estimated  at  4,439  (four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  tliirty-uine). 

Since  Julv,  192frTnospita!l  requirements  have 
been  chief! v  supplied  bv  the  Holme  Valley 
Memorial  Hospital  situated  at  Thongsbridge, 
1  wo  miles  away ;  some  few  cases,  however,  go 
further  afield  to  Huddersfield,  Leeds  and 
Bradford. 
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Births. — Eighty-three  births  were  registered 
in  the  district — 42  males  and  41  females.  Thi i 
gives  a  birth-rate  of  18.69  ner  1,000.  That  for 
England  and  Wales  is  18.3  per  1,000.  There 
were  four  illegitimate  births — one  male  and 
three  females. 

Deaths. — Forty-three  deaths  took  place  in 
the  district  during  the  year,  hut  nine  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  New  Mill  died  in  other  areas,  and 
were  transferred  here  for  burial,  giving  a  nett 
death-roll  of  52.  Of  these.  IS  were  males  and 
34  were  females.  T'he  death-rate  is  thus 
11.71  per  1,000,  that  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  being  12.2  per  1,000. 

Ages  at  Death. — Sixteen  of  t'he  52  deaths 
occurred  under  the  age  of  45,  and  22  over  the 
age  of  65. 

Infant  Mortality.  —  Seven  children  died 
under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  of  84.33  per  1,000  births,  the  re¬ 
spective  causes  of  death  being:  Pneumonia, 
two;  Congenital  Debility,  two;  Whooping 
Cough,  one;  Other  Defined  Causes,  two. 

CHANGES  WHICH  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE 
IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  THE  LAST  FIVE 
YEARS. 

Electricity  Supply. — Undoubtedly  the  most 
important  sanitary  improvement  whicli  has 
taken  place  in  the  district  has  been  the  supply 
cf  electrical  current  to  the  area.  Now,  not 
only  are  the  main  thoroughfares  in  the  district 
well  supplied  with  light,  hut  it  also  extends  to 
various  of  the  outlying  areas.  Two  hundred 
street  lamps  are  regularly  lighted  in  the 
district,  thereby  enabling  the  People  to  get 
from  place  to  place  in  comfort;  many  of  t'he 
houses  are  lighted  by  electricity  cooking  is 
done  by  electricity;  and  some  of  the  mills 
are  run  by  electricity. 

Widening  the  New  Mill  District  Main  Road. 
— Here  not  only  has  the  main  road  been 
widened,  but  several  dangerous  corners  have 
been  removed,  thereby  enabling  road  users 
to  see  what  is  coining. 

New  Houses. — Building  has  been  practically 
at  a  standstill  in  t’he  past  in  the  New  Mill 
district,  but  during  the  last  year  not  onlv 
have  nine  houses  ( working-class)  been  built 
in  the  area,  but  the  Council  have  a  scheme 
for  building  twenty-five  more  houses,  and  at 
the  tyne  of  this  report  some  of  them  are 
actually  in  ’hand. 


1. 


2. 


Increase  of  Water  Closets.— In  the  year 
1920  we  had  ninety-nine  water  closets  in  the 
district,  while  now  we  have  one  hundred  and 
fifty- three. 

Extension  of  Sewers. — There  lias  been  con¬ 
siderable  extension  of  sewers  in  the  district 
in  the  last  five  years ;  these  have  already 
been  referred  to  in  my  Annual  Reports.  Some 
places  in  the  area  still  require  Sewers. 

Purchase  of  Motor. — A  motor  van  now  does 
much  of  the  carting  in  the  district,  and  for 
emptying  ashpits,  bins,  and  earth  closets  is  a 
great  improvement  on  the  horse-drawn 
vehicle. 

Four  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Five  Years. — 
This,  though  certainly  not  a  sanitary  improve¬ 
ment,  ought  to  come  under  this  heading.  The 
matter  speaks  for  itself,  and  so  long  as  it 
exists  we  cannot  have  proper  sanitary  super¬ 
vision  of  the  area. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT 

The  Council’s  water  mains  supply  the  main 
centres  of  population.  The  main  reserve  is 
Bankhouse  reservoir,  with  an  altitude  of 
1.170ft.  above  the  sea;  but  there  are  drifts 
at  Magnum  and  Gooseholes,  which  are 
coupled  up  to  the  reservoir,  and  some  houses 
are  supplied  bv  Huddersfield  Corporation  and 
Thurstonland  Urban  District.  During  the  last 
summer  there  was  no  shortage  of  wafer  in 
those  houses  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Council.  Seven  hundred  and  sixty  houses  are 
supplied  from  the  Council’s  mains,  and  there 
are  eleven  supplied  for  trade  purposes.  Many 
of  the  districts  not  in  the  Council’s  water 
supp'v  are  not  so  fortunate,  depending  on 
wells,  which  in  summer-time  run  dry.  The 
chief  of  these  are  Victoria  and  Junction, 
where  in  dry  weather  there  is  no  water  at  all. 
and  the  inhabitants  have  to  carry  it  very  long 
distances.  I  would  suggest  that  arrange¬ 
ments  be  made  to  purchase  water  for 
Junction,  as  it  would  be  a  comparatively  easv 
matter  to  supply  the  houses  there  from  the 
water  main  which  goes  down  the  turnpike. 
A  separate  scheme  ought  to  he  considered  for 
the  Victoria  area. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  main  stream  running  through  the  dis¬ 
trict  is  the  New  Mill  Dvke,  which  is  compara¬ 
tively  free  from  pollution. 

•DRAWAGE-  AND  SEWERACfSk — . 

The  main  parts  of  the  district  are  supplied 
with  efficient  drains  and  sewers,  which  empty 
themselves  at  the  Sewage  Works,  where  the 
contents  are  treated  on  the  bacterial  system. 
During  the  year  150  yards  of  new  sewers  have 
been  constructed,  but.  there  are  many  places 
which  still  require  proper  sewers. 
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haujSE^ACCCElIMOlTATIOll?. 

Sanitary  conveniences  are  of  three  kinds—- 
(a)  midden  privies  or  earth  closets,  of  which 
there  are  627 ;  (b)  water  cilosets,  of  which 
there  are  153;  and  (c)  pail  or  tub  closets,  of 
which  ther©  are  16.  Twenty-one  new  water 
closets  have  been  constructed  during  the  year, 
and  there  are  two  less  earth  closets  in  use. 
There  are  many  cases  of  insufficient  and  in¬ 
efficient  oloset  accommodation,  and  now  that 
conditions  are  getting  more  normal  I  hope 
that  during  this  next  year  many  of  these 
nuisances  will  be  alleviate^. 

J 

SCAVENGING. 


The  tub  and  earth  closets  are  emptied  by 
the  Council’s  employees  under  the  supervision 
of.  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  occupier 
of  the  house  notifies  the  Inspector  of  Nuis¬ 
ances  when  a  closet  requires  emptying,  but 
any  system  which  depends  upon  the  intelli¬ 
gence  arid  interest  in  sanitary  matters  of  the 
inhabitants  is  bound  to  be  a  failure.  Night- 
soil  is  still  often  allowed  to  foul  the  ground 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  privies,  though 
there  has  been  considerable  improvements  in 
this  respect  during  the  year.  The  carts  are 
now  covered  over  as  thev  pass  through  the 
roads  on  the  wav  to  the  land  or  tip.  and  this, 
beside?  being  much  more  sightly,  is  a  com 
siderable  improvement  from  a  health  point  of 
view.  The  work'  of  emptying  the  closets  is 
carried  on  during  the  day.  The  removal  of 
the  house  refuse  in  the  populous  parts  of  tlio 
district  is  undertaken  bv  the  Council,  and 
the  material  carted  to  the  tips,  the  principal 
one  being  in  Spring  Lane.  The  public  ash- 
bins,  of  which  there  are  ten,  are  sometimes 
allowed  to  get  too  full,  and  often  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  throw  the  refuse  in  the  neighbourhood 
of,  rather  than  inside  the  bin.  Many  of  the 
public  ash-bins  are  in  a  poor  state  of  repair. 
Movable  covered  ash-bins  number  239. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 


Tile  sanitary  inspection  of  the  district  is  a 
daily  occurrence  both  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  in¬ 
formal  inspections  are  constantly  occurring. 
The  formal  inspections  are  given  in  the 
Report  by  the  Tnspeetor  of  Nuisances.  Owing 
to  the  ago  and  deplorable  neglect  of  cottage 
property,  it  is  exceptional  rather  than  the 
rule  to  come  across  a  house  with  no  defect  or 
nuisance.  The  chief  defects  are  want  of  re¬ 
pair  and  upkeep,  leaky  roofs,  defective  watei 
spouts  and  gutters,  rot-ton  window  frames  and 
doors,  blocked  up  or  absence  of  drains,  and 
insufficient  closet  accommodation .  There  are 
many  damp  houses,  often  caused  through  one 
or  more  walls  being  built  into  the  ground 
and  manv  houses  have  living  or  bedrooms,  or 
4. 


both,  with  windows  which  will  not  open; 
sometimes  a  structural  defect,  sometimes  due 
to  carelessness  at  times  of  painting  in  the 
past,  and  sometimes  of  intent  by  those  people 
who  hate  fresh  air.  Sixty-four  informal 
notices  have  been  served,  forty-seven  of  which 
have  been  complied  with. 

5-SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSINC 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 
Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — When  residents  can  afford  it. 
there. is  usually  no  difficulty  in  getting  trained 
nurses  from  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Hud¬ 
dersfield,  Leeds,  etc.  For  cases  who  cannot 
afford  such  services,  a  District  Nurse  is  usu¬ 
ally  .available  in  the  district.  The  fund  to 
meet  the  cost  of  the  Distinct  Nurse  is  main¬ 
tained  by  voluntary  subscription,  and  managed 
by  a  committee  of  local  ladies. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Cases. — When  a  private 
nurse  is  not  for  any  reason  obtainable,  the 
only  trained  nursing  infectious  disease  (e.g  , 
Measles)  could  have  would  be  bv  a  nurse  sent 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This 
is  the  custom  in  the  West  Riding,  and  would 
apply  to  New  Mill  should  necessity  arise. 

Midwives. 

There  are  no  registered  widwives  doing  pri¬ 
vate  practice  in  the  district,  but  there  is 
a  most  excellent  Maternity  Nurse.  She  resides 
in  the  centre  of  the  Council’s  area-,  and  is 
under  the  management  of  the  Ladies’  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Holme  Valley  Hospital.  This 
institution  only  pays  the  nurse  anything  when 
'her  cases  are  below  a  certain  number  per 
year- 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  cases  are  received  at  the  Holme 
Valley  Hospital,  there  being  two  beds  oon- 
stantlv  devoted  to  such  cases ;  but  occasion¬ 
ally  there  have  been  as  many  as  seven  cases 
in  the  Hospital  at  one  time.  During  the  vear 
forty-five  women  were  confined  in  this  insti¬ 
tution.  The  West  Riding  County  Council 
pays  a  proportion  of  the  expense  for  neces¬ 
sitous  cases ;  but  paying  and  nursing  home 
patients  arc  provided  for,  and  fully  anrireci- 
ate  the  luxuries  of  such  a  place  in  comparison 
with  the  best  private  houses. 

Child  Welfare  Centres,  School  Clinics, 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  Centres 
are  all  under  the  management  of  the  West 
Hiding  County  Council. 
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Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  —  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 
when  sent  away  are  treated  in  the  various 
West  Riding  County  Council  Sanatoria.  (2) 
Maternity  as  in  above  paragraph-  (3)  Child¬ 
ren. — There  is  no  special  Children’s  Hospital 
in.  the  district.  (4)  Fever. — Fever  cases  are 
treated  in  t'he  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Meltham.  Ties 
Hospital  provides  for  the  needs  of  the  Colne 
and  Holme  Valleys,  and  is  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  representatives  of  the  various  District 
Councils  situate  in  these  areas.  (5)  Small 
Pox  cases  are  treated  at  Moor  Top  Hospital, 
Meltham,  a  branch  of  the  previously  men¬ 
tioned  isolation  hospital.  (6)  Other  Hospitals 
in  the  district  are  the  Holme  Valley  Hospital 
at  Thongs  Bridge,  with  normal  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  16  patients ;  and  the  Huddersfield 
Royal  Infirmary. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  un¬ 
married  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children  in  the  district. 


Ambulance  Facilities, 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  from  the  Colne 
and  Holme  Isolation  Hospital; 

(b)  For  Noil-infectious  and  Accident 
Cases,  a  horse  ambulance  is  kept  by 
the  Holmfirth  Urban  District  Council. 


6— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  are  carried  out  by  the  W.jR.C.C.  Labora¬ 
tory  at  Wakefield.  Full  opportunity  is  taken 
of  the  facility,  but  postal  delays,  especially 
at  week-ends,  occasionally  cause  such  advan¬ 
tage  to  be  nullified. 

The  undermentioned  is  a  list  of  the  Adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc.,  in  force 
in  the  District. 

The  Fulstone  Local  Board  Bye-Laws  were 
approved  and  adopted  on  November  18th. 

1889,  and  became  operative  in  New  Mill  by 
the  Amalgamation  Order  in  December,  1894. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 
Order  of  1886  was  adopted  Feb.  1st,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 

1890,  Part  III.,  came  into  force  as  and  from 
1st  August,  1903. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ne-v 

Mill  u:d.c. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

1  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  hrst 
annual  report  for  the  year  1925  : — 

During  the  year  649  inspections  have  been 
made  .which  are  summarised  as* follows: 


Duelling  Houses — 

Under  Inspection  of  District  Reg .  62 

Under  Public  Health  Act  .  149 

Under  lniectious  Diseases  .  17 

Disinfected  . 13 

Bakehouses .  16 

Slaughter-houses  .  27 

Complaints  investigated .  7 

Farm  Premises  .  42 

Drains  inspected  . "...  24 

Meat  and  Foods  .  8U 

bmoke  Uuservations  .  6 

Workshops .  8 

Fg„e.  ies  .  1 

v  us  to  works  in  progress .  61 

O..iicio  and  Agents  interviewed  .  52 

\  isits  to  property  under  notice  .  87 

Informal  notices  served .  64 

In.ormal  notices  complied  with  .  47 

biat  torv  notices  served  .  9 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  .  1 

Summary  of  Defects  Remedied  : 

Defective  drains  .  5 

Defective  plastering  .  1 

Defective  and  insufficient  ventilation  ...  6 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes .  2 

De.eetive  eaves,  gutters  and  fall  pipes  ...  3 

De.ertive  pointing .  5 

Privy  middens  repaired  .  , .  4 

Privy  middens  abolished .  2 

i'rivy  rnffidens  converted  to  VV.C.  system  2 

Nuisances  from  accumulations  .  8 

Nuisances  from  ashpits  and  privies  .  4 

Nuisances  from  water  in  cellar  .  1 

Premises  Limewashed  . .  9 

Insufficient  accommodation  for  domestic 

refuse .  39 

Drain  inlet  in  house  removed  .  1 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACTS. 

During  the  year,  under  the  above  Acts.  62 
inspections  have  been  made  and  recorded.  As 
a  result  of  these  inspections  I  'have  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  saying  that  the  general  state  of 
repair  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
insanitary  and  dilapidated  privv  middens  are 
the  worst  features  of  the  district.  These  mat¬ 
ters  are  receiving  as  much  attention  as  can 
be  spared,  -nd  no  doubt  if  the  steady  progress*'' 
of  improvement  is  maintained  a  better  condi¬ 
tion  wall  eventually  prevail. 
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SLAUGHfER-HOUSES. 

The  two  licensed  Slau^nter-houses  have  been 
subjected  to  inspection  at  irequent  intervals, 
and  except  for  minor  defects  have  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  compare  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  Slaughter-houses  in  much  larger  dis¬ 
tricts. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

As  this  is  a  most  important  branch  of  work, 
more  attention  has  been  paid  to  it  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  ease,  and  the  amount  of 
meat,  etc.,  given  below,  which  it  has  been 
necessary  to  condemn,  fullv  justifies  the  extra 
attention  : 

15  Beasts’  Livers. 

/  5  Sheeps’  Livers. 

12  Sets  of  Beast  and  Sheep  Lungs. 

2  Udders. 

581bs.  of  Beef. 

2  Beasts’  Heads. 

5  Sts.  of  Fat  and  Offals. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

These  have  also  been  frequently  inspected, 
and  have  been  iuund  m  every  way  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

FARM  PREMISES. 

On  a  review  of  this  section,  1  find  it  in  a 
most  unsatisfactory  condition,  the  cleanliness 
and  construction  both  being  far  from  the 
required  standard.  It  will  be  readily  under¬ 
stood  that  as  tliis  question  is  very  closely- 
allied  with  the  clean  and  pure  milk  cam¬ 
paign  (milk  being  a  most  important  article 
of  food,  and  moreover  it  is  very  perishable 
and  liable  to  contamination)  that  a  better 
state  of  things  should  exist.  However,  the 
Ministry  oi  Health  has  under  consideration 
at  the  moment  a  set  of  regulations  which  will 
give  greater  powers  in  the  matter,  and  until 
they  come  into  operation  I  propose  to  leave 
the  matter  in  abeyance ;  but  1  shall  go  more 
fully  into  the  subject  as  a  later  date,  and, 
with  vour  valuable  assistance,  attempt  to 
bring  about  a  more  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

A  number  of  complaints  have  been  made  in 
regard  to  smoke  nuisance,  and  I  have  in 
consequence  made  observations  which  fully 
justified  the  complaints.  The  matter  has 
been  before  the  committee  on  several  occa¬ 
sions^  but  there  appears  no  evidence  of  a 
desire  to  take  firm  action  in  the  matter. 
Whilst  being  aware  that  it  is  a  most  difficult 
problem,  it  is  a  pity  that  so  much  pollution 
is  prevalent,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  mitigate 
this  particular  nuisance. 
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SCAVENGING. 

This,  as  usual,  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
very  efficient  manner  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Surveyor. 

The  process  of  supplying  dust  bins  is  being 
proceeded  with,  their  use  being  much  appre¬ 
ciated  both  by  householders  and  the  scaven¬ 
gers,  as  they  provide  a  ready  and  frequent 
means  of  refuse  removal  which  is  much  to 
be  desired. 


No.  of  Cowsheds  in  district  . 220 

No.  used  for  Milch  Cows  .  200 

No.  used  for  Youim  Cattle  .  20 

No.  of  Bakehouses  .  4 

No.  of  Workshops .  29 

No.  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  .  2 

No.  of  Portable  Sanitary  Dust-bins  . 239 

No.  of  Public  Dust-bins  .  10 


Estimated  No.  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 
in  District : 


Pail  Closets . 

1923 

16 

1925 

16 

Decrease. 

Increase, 

Water  Closets... 

132 

153 

— 

21 

PrivjT  Middens... 

629 

627 

2 

— 

In  conclusion,  1  desire  to  extend  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  from  whom  I 
have  received  every  consideration  and  help, 
which  is  of  most  valuable  assistance  in  the 
efficient  administration  of  public  health  in 
the  district. 

I  am  also  under  an  obligation  to  the  Sur¬ 
veyor  for  his  help  and  advice,  which  has  been 
freely  given  at  all  times,  and  has  been  much 
appreciated  The  Clerk,  too,  has  been  most 
obliging  and  ever  ready  to  render  all  possible 
help  within  his  power,  for  which  my  thanks 
are  due. 

To  my  superior,  the  Medical  Officer,  T  am 
indebted  for  bis  help  and  assistance,  which 
has  been  freely  given,  and  for  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  my  work,  which  it  has  been  a  pleasure 
to  perform  under  the  existing  hapnv  relations 
between  fellow  officials  and  Councillors  gener¬ 
ally. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHW'ORTH,  C.R.S.t. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH 
CAN  RE  CONTROLLED  MY  RYE- 
LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses,  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  tents,  vans,  sheds,  underground 
sleeping  rooms,  or  offensive  trades. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  five  schools  in  the  Urban  District 
all  of  them  being  supplied  with  water  from 
the  Council’s  mains.  The  health  amongst  the 
scholars  has  been  good  during  the  year.  The 
Medical  Inspection  of  the  scholars  is  earned 
out  bv  an  officer  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council. 

OTHER.  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

No  other  important  sanitary  conditions  have 
received  notice  ,but  under  this  heading  I 
wish  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  serious  smoke 
nuisance  created  by  some  of  the  mills.  As 
this  is  making  the  lives  of  some  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  unbearable,  it  should  receive  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Council. 


FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — New  Mill  Urban  District 
is  comparatively  well  served  as  regards  the 
supply  of  milk,  though  I  often  hear  com¬ 
plaints  that,  in  some  parts,  milk  is  not  deli¬ 
vered,  night  and  maiming.  So  far  as  1  have 
seen,  the  milk  is  of  good  quality  and  I  have 
not  been  informed  of  any  disease  produced 
by  it.  There  are  about  600  milch  cows  in  the 
area,  and  220  cowsheds.  These  latter  have 
been  regularly  inspected  durin-  the  year,  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  having  made  160  in¬ 
spections.  Though  some  of  them  leave  much 
room  lor  improvement,  the  general  average 
can  be  considered  fair.  There  have  been  no 
legal  proceedings  under  the  Dairies.  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1385  and  1889.  There 
are  12  milkse llers  in  the  district.  There  is 
no  Grade  A  or  Grade  A  (Certified)  milk  in 
the  district. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1919. — 
This  Order  is  administered  through  the  West 
Riding  County  Council,  though  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  application  of  it  to  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  during  the  year. 

(b)  Meat. — There  have  been  no  instances  of 
unsound  or  tuberculous  meat  being  exposed 
for  sale  during  the  year.  There  are  two 
slaughter-houses,  both  of  which  have  been 
frequently  inspected.  They  have  been  lime- 
washed,  and  though  hv  no  means  ideal,  serve 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 
There  is  no  public  abattoir,  but  the  meat  cian 

10. 


9. 


easily  he  inspected  in  the  existing  slaughter¬ 
houses.  There  has  been  no  action  under 
Section  17  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  1875  or 
Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  (London) 
Act,  1891. 

For  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  condemned 
as  being  unsound  or  tuberculous,  see  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  at  the  dates 
mentioned  : — 

In  1920.  Jam,  1925.  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  ...  2  .  2  .  2 

Licensed  .  2  .  2  .  2 


TotaJ  in  use  ...  2 


2 


2 


(c)  Other  Foods. — There  have  been  no'  cases 
oF  unsound  food  being  offered  for  sale  during 
the  year.  There  are  four  bakehouses  which 
are  in  a  satisfactory  condition  for  the  work 
done. 

(d)  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been 
brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Forty-four  oases  of  Infectious  Disease  have 
been  notified  during  the  year  1925.  They  are 
made  up  a.s  follows : — 

Pneumonia  :  This  has  been  the  most  preva¬ 
lent  infectious  disease -during  the  year.  There 
have  been  twenty-one  (21)  cases,  with  six- 
deaths.  Most  cf  the  cases  are  treated  in  tlieh- 
own  homes. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Eleven  (11)  cases  of  this 
disease  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 
with  m;  deaths-  Ten  of  these  cases  were 
treated  in  Hospital.  There  were  no  “Return 
Cases.” 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. — Three  oases  of 
this  disease  were  notified,  with  one  death. 
They  occurred  in  January,  July  and  October, 
and  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  They 
apparently  had  lin  connection  Two  of  them 
were  bacteriologically  positive. 

Erysipelas. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  in  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  seven  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified,  three  being  Respiratory 
and  four  Non-respirator.v.  Five  deaths  (three 
from  Respiratory  and  two  from  Noil-Respira¬ 
tory  Tuberculosis)  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  Tuberculosis  is  not  promptly  notified  in 
tbo  district. 

Diphtheria.— This  disease  has  been  entirely 
absent  during  tile  year.  When  present,  there 
is  no  difficulty  about  tbe  supply  of  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  ;  if  the  patients  are  poor  the  Urban 
District  Council  pays  for  it. 
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Non-notifiablc  Infectious  Disease.  —  Exact 
records  of  these  oases  cannot  be  kept,  as  it 
is  impossible  to  know  how  many  have  taken 
place  in  the  district,  but  Chicken  Pox  and 
Measles  have  claimed  many  victims  through¬ 
out  tli.e  whole  of  the  area,  and  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  Measles  have  been 
very  prevalent. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  and  there  were  two  deaths  from 
this  disease- 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

This  nuisance  still  continues  to  exist  in  the 
district,  and  has  received  during  the  year 
some  consideration  by  the  Council.  For  a 
short  time  after  the  action  of  the  Council  in 
1923,  matters  improved  considerably,  but  dur¬ 
ing  1925  the  owners  of  mill  chimneys  have 
offended  as  badly  as  ever.  The  improvement 
in  this  nuisance  in  the  early  part  of  1923 
shows  that  mill-owners  can  control  the  smoke 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Six  smoke  obser¬ 
vations  were  taken  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK¬ 
PLACES. 


All  the  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 
have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  In  four 
cases  want  of  cleanliness  was  reported,  and 
all  of  these  cases  immediately  remedied.  The 
sanitary  accommodation  was  sufficient  and 
tbe  sexes  divided.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
overcrowding,  and  ventilation  was  found  satis¬ 
factory.  Copies  of  the  Factory  Acts  were 
bung  up  in  prominent  places,  and  ambulance 
boxes,  usually  in  charge  cf  some  trained  ner- 
son,  were  installed.  Some  cf  the  mills  show  a 
very  commendable  interest  in  their  work¬ 
people  in  the  way  of  providing  leisure  time, 
dining  and  recreation  facilities,  mill  trips 
and  parties.  Four  inspections  of  Factories 
and  sixteen  of  Workshops  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 
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9-HOUSING. 

(I.)  General  Housing  Conditions  of  the 
District. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions.  —  The 
majority  of  the  cottages  houses  in  the  district 
are  old  and  in  a  serious  state  of  want  of  re¬ 
pair.  Many  of  them  have  been  built  before 
any  housing  regulations  were  in  force,  and 
are  constructed  in  divergence  of  all  present 
housing  ideas.  Others  have  been  neglected 
for  such  a  long  period  as  to  be  suitable  only 
for  Closing  Orders,  or  extremely  expensive  re¬ 
constructions,  were  better  accommodation 
available.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the 
area  is  1,131,  and  the  number  of  working-class 
houses  (say,  under  £15  per  year  rent).  897. 
In  carrying  out  inspections  of  houses  in  the 
New  Mill  District  Council’s  area,  &  latitude 
and  leniency  has  to  be  allowed  which  would 
probably  not  be  allowed  anywhere  else. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  Shortage  or  Excess  of 
Houses.  —  The  shortage  of  houses  is  very 
great,  overcrowding  is  common,  and  1  should 
estimate  that  to  house  properlv  the  present 
inhabitants  at  least  300  new  houses  are  re¬ 
quired. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to 
meet  any  shortage. — During  the  year  there 
have  been  nine  working-class  houses  built  in 
the  district.  The  Council  has  in  hand  a 
scheme  for  building  25  houses  at  Kirkroyds. 

(3)  Information  as  to  any  important 
changes  in  population  during  the  period  under 
review  ,or  anticipated  in  the  future. — None. 

(TI.)  Overcrowding: — 

1 .  Extent — Much. 

2.  Causes — Shortage  of  houses.  More  than 

one  family  living  in  a  house. 

3.  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for 

dealing  with  overcrowding  —  When 
there  is  alternative  accommodation  the 
Urban  District  Council  will  no  doubt 
abate  this  nuisance. 

4.  Principal  causes  of  overcrowding  during 

tlie  year  192-5,  and  action  taken. — As 
no  alternative  accommodation  exists 
the  Council  are  poweiless  to  deal  with 
overcrowding  beyond  keeping  'lodgers 
and  such  like  nuisances. 

(ill.)  Fitness  of  Houses: — 

1.  (a)  General  standard  in  the  area. — Below 
the  average 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects 
found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses. — Built 
into  the  ground;  want  of  repairs;  de¬ 
fects  in  loofs,  walls,  drain-pipes,  etc. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack 
of  proper  management  and  supervision 
by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neg¬ 
lect  by  tenants.  —  Impossible  to  say, 
but  t'iie  price  of  repairs  is  a  largei 
factor  than  either. 
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2.  General  action  taken  as  regards  Unfit 
Houses  : — 

(a)  Tlie  Public  Health  Acts.— Houses  are 
inspected  and  nuisances  abated  where 
possible. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts.—  Owners  arc  intei- 
vicwed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or 

and  notices  are  served  where 
necessary.  Tables  C.  and  D.  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  etc. 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfir- 
ness,  either  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  vSection  3  of  the  Housing 
Acts  (1925). — Beyond  the  difficulty  of 
cost  of  repairs,  we  have  poor  people 
who  own  cottage  property,  but  have 
only  a  life  interest  in  it.  Many  are 
doing  exceedingly  well  in  carrying  out 
gradual  repairs- 

l*i)  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  hous¬ 
ing,  as  regards  water  supply,  closet 
accommodation  and  refuse  disposal,  to¬ 
gether  with  measures  taken  this  year 
in  these  matters.— These  matters  are 
dealt  with  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
Taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  emin¬ 
ently  satisfactory. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas  : — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or 
representations  made,  and  action  taken,  in 
regard  to  unhealthy  areas. — None. 

(V.)  Bye-laws  relating  t,p  houses,  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc. : — 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  Bye-laws. — 
Satisfactory. 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  Bye-laws,  or  re¬ 
vision  of  existing  Bye-laws. — At  present 
we  have  no  difficulty. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the 

year : — 

(a)  Total — 9. 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing 
scheme — None. 

1 — Unfit  Dtcelltny-Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling 

houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  .  62 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
w  ere  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1910 .  62 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 

be  in  a.  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  27 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  in  preceding  sub¬ 
heading  .  Very  manv 
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2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  ‘houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  20 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1910  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dw.elhng  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : 

(a)  By  owners  .  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  .  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 


of  which  closing  orders  became  opera¬ 
tive  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  .  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  .  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owner  .  0 


<c)  P  roceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc., 

Act,  1909:— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  wore  deter¬ 
mined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  demolition  orders  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  0 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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New  Mill  Urban  District 


Appendix  I. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,258  7  acres 

Population  (L921  census,  4,522)  now  estimated  at  ...  4,439 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  1,119 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  ...  1,160 

Rateable  Value  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  .£19,888 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £77 


Appendix  II. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F.) 

Per  1,000 

BIRTHS — Legitimate 

...  83 

42 

41 

■  Birth  Rate  ... 

...  18-69 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

3  j 

DEATHS  . 

...  52 

18 

34 

Death  Rate 

...  11-71 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 
From  Sepsis...  2.  From  other  causes...  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births...  84  33 
Legitimate...  6.  Illegitimate...  1.  Total...  7. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

„  „  Diarrhcea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  0 


Appendix  III.  New  Mill  Urban  District. 

Notifiable  Infections  Diseases  during  the  Year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Under 
|  1  year. 

CD 

ci 

QJ 

rH  ^ 

CM 

2  to 

3  years. 

3  to 

4  years. 

4  to 

5  years. 

5  to 

10  years. 

10  to 

15  years. 

1 5  to 

20  years. 

20  to 

35  years. 

35  to 

45  years. 

45  to 

65  years. 

Over 

65  years. 

Cases 

admitted 

to  Hospi'l. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

11 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

10 

0 

Diphtheria . 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid) . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia . 

21 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever . 

0 

0 

Totals . 

37 

2 

0 

5 

3 

2 

9 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

13 

7 

Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diptheria,  Enteric  Fever  — 
The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Meltham. 


Appendix  IIT(a). 

New  Mill  Urban  District. 

TUBERCULOSIS- 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Nou-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  years  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I  „  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5  . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10  . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  . 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

55  ,, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 

2 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

2 

Appendix  IV  New  Mill  Urban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1925. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages,  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  to 

2  years.  1 

2  to 

3  years.  ; 

3  to 

4  years. 

4  to 

5  years. 

5  to 

10  years. 

10  to 

1 5  years. 

15  to 

20  years. 

20  to 

35  years. 

35  to 

45  years. 

45  to 

65  years. 

Over 

65  years.! 

Influenza  . 

2 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease  .. 

5 

2 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease . 

5 

3 

2 

Bronchitis . 

4 

2 

2 

Pneumonia . 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Arterio-Sclerosis . 

6 

6 

Appendicitis  . 

0 

Nephritis— Bright’s  Disease  .. 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

2 

2 

Suicide  . 

i 

1 

Violence  (not  Suicide) 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes . 

8 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

52 

7 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

14 

22 

Died  in  Public  Institutions  and  transferred  to  New  Mill  ...  9 
Died  in  New  Mill  Urban  District  ...  43 

Death  Rate  11-71  per  1,000  per  annum. 


Nett  Deaths  52. 


